Using Blender 2.6 - Topics - Installing Blender (Free Libre Open Source Software) on Another Computer
Blender can be downloaded for free from www.blender.org. Later versions than the one used in your class should work fine but if you have written scripts they may not work 100% properly since there are major changes between versions, especially between 2.53 and 2.54.  Your scenes should translate fine as long as they aren’t using behavioral scripts or plugin scripts that use certain features that were changed.

